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A 

BILL 

TO 

Consolidate, amend, and continue tlie Laws relating to Linen, A - D - 187s - 
Hempen, and other Manufactures in Ireland. 

W HEPJ3AS the laws relating to linen, hempen, and certain other 
manufactures in Ireland are contained in divers Acts which 
arc temporary in their duration, and it is expedient to consolidate, 
amend, and continue the same : 

5 Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

1. This Act maybe cited as “The Linen, Hempen, and other Short title. 
10 Manufactures (Ireland) Consolidation Act, 1878.” 

2. From and after the passing of this Act the several Acts Repeal of 
specified in the schedule to this Act annexed shall be and the same Acls ‘ 
are hereby repealed. 

Provided that the repeal enacted in this Act shall not affect — 

15 (1.) Anything duly done before this Act comes into operation : 

(2.) Any right acquired or liability accrued before this Act comes 
into operation : 

(8.) Any penalty, forfeiture, or other punishment incurred in 
respect of any offence committed before this Act comes 
20 into operation : 

(4.) The institution of any legal proceeding, or any other remedy 
for ascertaining, enforcing, or recovering any such liability, 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment as aforesaid. 

3. If any person whosoever intrusted, for the purpose of manu- Pawning or 
25 facture, or for any special purpose connected with manufacture, 

with any linen, hempen, cotton, silk, or woollen yarns, or any 3 & 4 yj c t. 
two or more of these materials mixed with each other, or any jrfgyjk 
cloths made of any one or any mixture of these materials, or tools c. 68. s. 2. 
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A.D. i878. or apparatus for manufacturing tlie same, shall sell, pawn, purloin, 

6 & 7 Yict embezzle, secrete, exchange, or otherwise fraudulently dispose of such 
c. 40. s. 2.- yarns, materials, cloths, tools or apparatus, or any part thereof, he 
shall, upon being convicted, he liable to forfeit the full value 
thereof, and also be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 5 

Neiecting to 4, If any person whosoever intrusted with any such yarns, 
te^is ma " ^terials, cloths, tools, or apparatus for any such purpose as 
tool?.' ° aforesaid shall neglect or delay to return the same, or any part 
6 & 7 Vict. thereof, for the space of fourteen clear days after being required 
c* 40 ‘ 3 - 3 -’ so to do by the party intrusting him therewith, or by some person 10 
on his behalf, by notice in writing to be served upon or left at 
the last or usual place of abode or business of such person, (unless 
prevented by some reasonable and sufficient cause to he allowed 
by the Court before whom he shall be brought,) then and in every 
such case all or so much : or so many of the said yarns, materials, 15 
cloths, tools, or apparatus as shall not be returned to the person 
so intrusting him therewith within the time aforesaid shall be 
deemed to be embezzled by the person so neglecting or delaying to 
return the same; and the person so neglecting or delaying to 
return the same shall for every such offence be liable to be pro- 20 
ceeded against for embezzlement, in the same manner and subject 
to the same forfeiture and penalty as are respectively herein 
prescribed and imposed with respect to persons selling, pawn- 
ing, purloining, embezzling, secreting, exchanging, or otherwise 
fraudulently disposing of such materials, cloths, tools, or apparatus. 25 

Knowingly 5. Any person who shall purchase or take in pawn, or who in 
or'i-eedving ^ °^ er wa 7 slia ^ receive into his premises or possession any such 
stolen mate- yarns, or materials, or cloths, or tools or apparatus for manufactur- 
5-^ ™o the same, knowing that such yarns, materials, cloths, tools, or 
C. 91.S.3.' apparatus are embezzled, or that the person offering the same 80 
1 40 * 74 *' for sale is fraudulently or unlawfully disposing thereof, shall, 

' s ' upon being convicted thereof, in addition to being deprived without 
compensation of such yams, materials, cloths, tools, or apparatus, 
he liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

K S wi ”ft' 6. If any person shall sell, pawn, pledge, exchange, or other- as 
ing, &c. stolen vise unlawfully dispose of, or offer to sell, pawn, pledge, exchange, 
Sr*' 01 otherwise dispose of, any such yarns, materials, eloths, tools^or 
s stria, apparatus as aforesaid, knowing them to have been purloined el- 
s’*® embezzled, or received from persons fraudulently or unlawfully 
VIM. disposing thereof, he shall, upon being convicted thereof, in addition , n 
*■ '' to be “S deprived, without compensation, of such yams, materials. 
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cloths, tools, or apparatus, be liable to a penalty not exceeding A.D. 1878. 
twenty pounds. 

7. If any credible person shall make oath before a justice of the Justice em- 
peace that there is a reasonable cause to suspect that any person has ^ut' search 
5 in his possession or on his premises any purloined or embezzled cloths, warrants ; 
yarns, materials, tools, or apparatus, such justice is hereby autho- 
rised and required to grant his -warrant to search the dwelling- 
f house and premises of such person ; and if any such property shall 

be found therein, to cause the same, and the person in whose pos- persons. 

10 session or on whose premises the same shall be found, to be brought 3 & 4 Vict. 
before him or some other justice of the peace, who is hereby autho- 5 ^ yf c ‘ fc . 
rised to order his detention until the next court of petty sessions c. 68. s. 3. 
of the district, unless he enter into bail for his appearance before 
the said court ; and if tho person so apprehended shall not give an 
15 account to the satisfaction of such court how he came by the same, 
then the said person shall, in addition to being deprived, without 
compensation, of such cloths, yarns, materials, tools, or apparatus, be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds , although no proof 
shall be given to whom such property belongs : Provided always, that 
20 iu any proceedings under this section it shall not be necessary to prove 
that the cloths, yarns, materials, tools, or apparatus in respect of 
which such proceedings shall take place have been purloined or 
embezzled, in case the party making oath before a justice of the 
peace that there is reasonable cause to suspect that a person has in 
25 his possession or premises any such cloths, yarns, materials, tools, 
or apparatus, do likewise make oatli that he suspects the same 
to have been purloined or embezzled. 

8. Every constable shall and may apprehend or cause to be Constables 
apprehended any person whom he may reasonably suspect of 
30 having or carrying, or in any way conveying, at any time after persons, 
sun-setting- and before sun-rising, any such property as aforesaid 3 & 4 Vict, 
suspected to be purloined or embezzled, and shall lodge such 6 & 7 yj ct> 
person, together with the property, in a police office or other place c. 40. s. 9. 
of security, in order that they may be brought before a justice of 
35 the peace as soon as convenient, who is hereby empowered to dis- 
charge such person, or to order his detention until the next court 
of petty sessions, unless he enter into bail for his appearance 
before said court ; and if the person so apprehended in the act of 
committing any such offence as aforesaid, or conveying any such 
40 property as aforesaid, shall not produce before the said court the 

person duly entitled to dispose of such property, from whom he t 

N bought or received the same, or shall not give an account to the 
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satisfaction of tlie said court tliat the property is honestly come 
by, then the person so apprehended shall, in addition to being 
deprived thereof 'without compensation, he liable to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds, although no proof shall be given to whom 
such property belongs. 5 

9. It shall be competent for the party accused, in all prosecu- 

tions brought under authority of this Act, to move for and obtain 
an adjournment of the time fixed for trial, for such a reasonable 
time as may appear to the court to be necessary for the party 
accused to produce the person duly entitled to sell, dispose of, or 10 
transmit the said property, from whom he bought or received the 
same, or evidence respecting the same ; but the party accused and 
requesting such adjournment shall be detained in custody or com- 
mitted to prison, unless he enter into bail for his appearance before 
said court at such time and place as shall be appointed. 15 

10. Where no proof shall be given at the time of- conviction of 
the ownership of property found in the possession of a person con- 
victed under this Act, the Court shall cause the property so found 
to be deposited in some safe place for any time not exceeding thirty 
days, and shall order an advertisement to be inserted in one or more 20 
of the public newspapers of the town or city nearest the place where 
the same was foimd, and shall cause notice to be given, if in a town 

or city, by fixing a printed notice on some public place describing 
such property and where the same may be inspected ; and incase 
any person shall prove his own or his employer’s ownership or 25 
property therein, upon oath, to the satisfaction of the justices " 
presiding at the petty sessions of the district, restitution of such 
property shall be ordered to the owner thereof, after paying the 
reasonable cost of removing, depositing, advertising, and «ri V mg 
notice of the same, and such, if any, of the expenses of the pro- 30 
secution as shall not have been previously paid by the person 
convicted; but if no ownership bo proved to such property the 
justices presiding at the court of petty sessions of the district shall 
at the termination of thirty days, order sneh property to be sold, and 
after deducting the charges aforesaid, with the charges of sale shall or 

11. It shall be lawful for the owner or owners of any such 
matenals as aforesaid or any other person duly authorised by him 

01 them, from time to time, as occasion shall require, to demand 40 
“ entrance, and enter, at all reasonable hours in the daytime 
into the shops or outhouses of any person or persons employed by 
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him or thorn to work up or manufacture any of the said materials, A.D. 1878 
or other place or places where the work shall he carried on and — 
there to inspect the state and condition of such materials; and in IV.TTi 
case of refusal by any such person or persons so employed to permit 6 & 7 Viet. 

5 such entrance or inspection, such owner or other authorised person c ' 40 ‘ s ‘ 13 ‘ 
may go before any justice of the peace, and make oath that 
such materials have been intrusted to a weaver, sewer, or other 
I person, and that ho has reasonable grounds for suspecting some 

loss or injury to the property so intrusted as aforesaid, as such 
10 person has refused to permit the same to be inspected; and it 
shall be lawful for such justice, and he is hereby required, to 
issue his warrant to search the dwelling-house and premises of 
such person ; and such person shall, on conviction for so refusing 
to permit such entrance for reasonable inspection, bo liable to a 
15 penalty not exceeding twenty shillings. 

12. If any manufacturer, agent, or any other person duly justice may 
authorised by him, shall make oath before a justice of the peace S rant a w,u '- 
tliat any such materials as aforesaid have been intrusted to a SfW 
weaver, sewer, or other person, and that he has absconded, or that tion that » 

20 the deponent has just cause to suspect, and does suspect, that ETto 
such person is about to abscond, it shall be lawful for such justice, abscond, 
and he is hereby required, to issue his warrant to apprehend such 3 g 4 Vi , c J' 
person, and bring him before him or some other justice of the 6 4 7 Viet 
peace; and if such person shall have absconded or shall not forth- c> 40, s ‘ 14 ' 
25 with give security, to be approved of by the said justice, for the 
return, in a finished state, of all such materials so intrusted to him, 
within such time as shall be then agreed on, such justice shall, by 
warrant, order any constable with his assistants to enter the house 
or other premises of such person, and take possession of all such 
30 materials so delivered to him as aforesaid (if a warp on the beam, 
with the beam and mountings), and to bring the same before the 
smd justice, when the said justice shall direct the same to be 
delivered to the owner or other person duly authorised by him, and 
forthwith release the person in custody ; but if all such materials 
35 are not in the house or possession of such person, or cannot be 
produced to such constable, such person shall be deemed and taken 
to have purloined or embezzled such materials, and shall be liable 
to any of the punishments awarded for such offence. 

13. Provided also, that if it shall appear to such justice that the Penalty on 
40 manufacturer or agent, or other person duly authorised by him, had bringing 11 

no foundation for suspecting that the weaver or person so intrusted Sargebefore 
would abscond, or that the charge was made from a malicious, » justice. 
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vexatious, or improper motive, it shall be lawful for sucli. justice to 
award the said weaver or person such sum of money, not exceeding 
ten pounds, as to such justice shall seem fit, which shall be paid by 
such manufacturer, agent, or person as a compensation for the injury 
done, and in default of payment shall be levied in the same 5 
manner as any penalty under this Act. 

14-. With every warp given out by a manufacturer or agent to a 
weaver to be woven, there shall be delivered a note or ticket, 
signed by such manufacturer or agent delivering out the same, 
stating the length, breadth, and particular fabric and denomination 10 
of the work to be performed, the number of shots of weft under 
the glass which it is to count out of the loom, the time in which 
the said work is to be finished and returned, and the price in sterling 
money agreed on for executing such work in a workmanlike manner, 
and a duplicate of every such note or ticket, or a copy of the sub- 15 
stantial contents of it in a weaving book, shall be made and kept 
by the manufacturer or agent delivering out the same, which said 
note or ticket, or (in case of the said note or ticket not being pro- 
duced by the weaver) which said duplicate or copy of the substantial 
contents of it in a weaving hook, in the event of a dispute between 20 
a manufacturer or agent and weaver, shall be evidence of all such 
matters and things mentioned therein, or respecting the same. 

15. Any manufacturer or agent refusing or neglecting to give 
such note or ticket in the manner hereby prescribed, or not pro- 
ducing such duplicate or copy of the substantial contents of the 25 
same, when prosecuting a complaint against any weaver or person 

to whom goods have been delivered out, shall be deprived of any 
remedy he might otherwise be entitled to under this Act for the 
recovery of any property so delivered out, or for the punishment of 
any offender or offenders against any of the provisions thereof, in 30 
any matter or thing relating to the said property so delivered out 
without a ticket. 

16. If any person shall receive any of the aforesaid materials in 
a fictitious name in order to be manufactured ; or if any person 
shall receive in his own name any of the said materials in order to 35 
be manufactured by himself, or on his own premises, and afterwards 
(without the consent of the owner thereof) deliver the same or 
any part thereof to any other person to be manufactured ; or if any 
carrier or other person employed to deliver any such materials 

to any workmen, to be prepared or wrought up, shall designedly 40 
deliver the same to any person other than the person to whom 
such materials were ordered or intended to be delivered by the 
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owner thereof ; every such person so offending, upon being convicted 
thereof, shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding two pounds. 

17 . In cases where any weaver or person shall have been com- 
6 nutted for embezzling or illegally making away with all or any part 

of the property intrusted to him, or shall have been convicted of any 
other offence against any of the provisions of this Act, it shall be 
lawful for the justice who committed such person for embezzling or 
illegally making away with all or any part of the property intrusted 
10 to lnm, or for the court before which he has been convicted for 
that or any. other offence, and such court or justice is hereby 
required, to issue a warrant, authorising a constable to enter the 
house and premises of such weaver or person, and take possession 
of all such property so intrusted to him as shall be found therein (if 
15 a warp on the beam, with the beam and mountings), and to brin- 
the same before the said justice or court, when the said justice or 
court shall direct the same to be delivered to the manufacturer, 
agent, or person duly authorised to receive the same. 

18 . And for the discouragement of frivolous and vexatious 
20 informations and prosecutions under this Act, he it enacted, that it 

shall he lawful for any court before whom any case under this Act 
is tried, to award costs to the defendant in case of acquittal, to be 
paid by the prosecutor ; and also if it shall appear to such court 
that the charge was made from a malicious, vexatious, or improper 
25 motive, it shall he lawful for such court to award to the defendant 
such further sum of money, not exceeding twenty pounds, as to such 
court shall seem fit, to he paid by such prosecutor as a compensation 
for the injury done ; and in default of payment such costs and 
penalty shall he levied in the same manner as anv penaltv under 
30 this Act. 


A.D. 1878. 
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constable to 
take pos- 
session of 
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3 & 4 Viet, 
c. 91. s. 20. 
6 & 7 Viet, 
c. 40. s. 16. 
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3 & 4 Viet, 
c. 91. s. 24. 
6 & 7 Viet, 
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19 . Except as in tliis Act otherwise provided, every offence Summary 
under this Act shall he prosecuted, and every penalty and forfeiture P rocee(lin gs 
shall bo recovered and enforced before a court of summary jm-isdie- piSifa 
tion in the maimer directed by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts ; and 
35 all provisions of the said Acts relative to summary proceedings and 
to appeals against orders and convictions shall apply to proceedings, 
orders, and convictions under this Act. The court of summary 
jurisdiction shall be constituted within the police district of Dublin 
metropolis of any divisional justice thereof, and elsewhere in Ire- 
40 land of two or more justices of the peace in petty sessions, or of a 
stipendiary magistrate alone or with other justices in petty sessions : 

Provided that in all convictions or adjudications under this Act one 
[184.] B 
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[ 

at least of tlie convicting or adjudicating justices sliall be a person 
not engaged in any manufacture, trade, occupation, or employment 
to which this Act extends, and shall not be the father, son, or 
brother of any such person. 

20. In all cases under this Act, when the person convicted is 5 
ordered to forfeit 'the value of any property under the provisions 
herein-before contained, the court maldng the conviction may order 
that such forfeited sum or any part thereof be paid to the owner 
of the said property, and except as aforesaid all forfeitures and 
penalties imposed under this Act shall be applied in the manner 10 
directed by the Pines Act (Ireland), 1851, and any Act amending 
the same. 

22. In the construction of this Act, the word “ yam ” shall 
extend to and include flax, hemp, jute, cotton, silk, and wool 
which shall have been subjected to any manipulation or pro- 15 
cess to which such materials respectively are subjected by 
manufacturers, unless there be something in the subject or 
context inconsistent with such meaning, and any person in the 
employment of a yarn manufacturer, and having any yarns of 
such manufacturer in the hands or power or under the charge or 20 
control of such person, shall be deemed to be intrusted therewith 
for the purpose of manufacture. The expression “ Summary Juris- 
diction Acts” means, as regards the police district of Dublin 
metropolis, the Acts regulating the powers and duties of justices of 
the peace for such district, and as regards other parts of Ireland, 25 
the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act, 1851, and any Act affecting or 
amending the same. 
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